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pares to sing the National Anthem.

The T. C. Williams High School choir, flanking elementary school students, pre-

‘Future Guardians of Liberty’

ACPS Students celebrate annual Constitution Week.

By DAN BRENDEL
GAZETTE PACKET

lexandria City Public Schools (ACPS)
students showcased knowledge and
appreciation of U.S. government and
history at a ceremony on Monday, Sept.
17. The date marked the 231 anniversary of the
U.S. Constitution’s signing in 1787. Monday’s cer-
emony, held at city hall and sponsored by the

Students from
Mount Vernon
Community
School sing
“America the
Beautiful” in
English, Spanish
and American
Sign Language.

Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) com-
memorated the occasion.

High school and elementary students, some in
time period costume, sang various patriotic tunes
before an audience of parents, teachers, public
officials and local DAR members. Participating
schools included T. C. Williams High School, Lyles-
Crouch Traditional Academy, Mount Vernon Com-
munity School and Samuel Tucker Elementary

See ‘FUTURE GUARDIANS', PAGE 4
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Not Enough
Businesses

City’s Master Plan advances
in some areas, behind pace in
commercial development.

By DAN BRENDEL
GAZETTE PACKET

new database for tracking
Alexandria’s Master Plan
shows the city has gener-

ally made the most progress in in-
frastructure and community devel-

‘The Future Is

Bishop Ireton
breaks ground
on new academic
center.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

ishop Ireton High School
officially launched “The
Future Is Now” fundraising
campaign Sept. 18 at a
groundbreaking ceremony for the

construction of a new 40,000-
square-foot academic center.

SEe ‘THE FUTURE', PAGE 8

opment and least in commercial
development.

The Master Plan comprises plans
guiding development in 18 neigh-
borhood-level “small areas,” as
well various citywide subjects, like
transportation, housing, open

See CiTY's MASTER, PAGE 12
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Bishop Ireton High School
head of School Dr. Thomas
Curry gives remarks at the
Sept. 18 groundbreaking
for a new 40,000-square-
foot academic center.
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Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel
From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Mec.  TWO POOR TEACHERS Seectyar
e compie o e Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling our Mobile

Showroom
and Design
Center

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed
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JOIN THE
FIGHT FOR
ALZHEIMER’S
FIRST
SURVIVOR.

At the Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End Alzheimer’'s®, people
carry flowers representing their connection to Alzheimer’'s —

a disease that currently has no cure. But what if one day there was
a flower for Alzheimer’s first survivor? What if there were millions
of them? Help make that beautiful day happen by joining us for
the world's largest fundraiser to fight the disease.

Register today at alz.org/walk.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s - DC
The National Mall
October 13 | 9:00 am

WALKTO
END

ALZHEIMER'S
alzheimer's % association®

Additional Walks available.
Find one near you at alz.org/walk
or call 703.359.4440.

2018 MNATIONAL PRESENTING SPONSOR

Edward Jones
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Bishop Michael Burbidge, center, ieac{s lbcal and
school dignitaries in breaking ground Sept. 18 for the
new 40,000-square-foot academic center at Bishop

Ireton High School.

‘The Future Is Now’
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“In the 1960s it cost $1 million to
buy the land to build this school,”
said Dr. Thomas Curry, Bishop
Ireton Head of School. “Today we
are looking at 20 times that but
with the generous support of the
Diocese of Arlington funding
sources, the goal of The Future Is
Now campaign is $6.5 million.
And because of the generosity of
our alumni, we have already
raised $4 million towards that
goal.”

Construction on the new build-
ing began last summer with the
demolition of the Oblate House.
Originally built as housing for the
Oblates of St. Francis de Sales,
who founded the Catholic prepa-
ratory high school in 1964, it
evolved into administrative of-
fices, classrooms and common ar-
eas.

The new four-story addition will
be located adjacent to the current
school building on Cambridge
Road and will include an ex-
panded cafeteria, media center
and learning commons, STEM
labs, as well as additional class-
rooms and collaborative learning
spaces.

“The new wing is designed
around the increasingly rigorous
expectations for science and tech-
nology education,” said Neil
Flanagan of Maginnis + Del Ninno
Architects. “The top floor is biol-
ogy and physics labs. That also
involves prep rooms and access to
a private roof space for experi-
ments they might need to run
there.”

The new building will have the
ability to expand student enroll-
ment up to 925. It will house a
modern dining hall that triples the
capacity of the current cafeteria.

“The first floor is almost entirely
a large, high-ceilinged cafeteria
that can house the full student
body for the first time in decades,”
Flanagan said. “It has direct access
to an outdoor patio, as well as the
school chapel.”

Other campus-wide initiatives
include a redesigned front en-
trance, auxiliary gym, updated
fine arts wing and additional park-
ing spaces. Renovations also in-
clude high efficiency air condition-
ing and lighting.

“The school is designed using
the Collaborative for High Perfor-
mance Schools (CHPS) program,
which sets standards and guide-
lines for energy efficiency and
healthy learning environments,”
Flanagan said. “It’s similar to
LEED, but specifically developed
for schools.”

The exterior of the new build-
ing, expected to be completed by
the end of 2019, will be clad in
red brick, natural finish aluminum
composite panels, a vine-covered
trellis and limestone at the promi-
nent south end.

“A new entrance pavilion puts a
clear front door on the school and
brings it up to the security and
privacy requirements we’ve come
to realize schools need,” Flanagan
added.

The new science wing has freed
up space for larger art classrooms.
Additionally, the new mechanical
plant opened up space for a new
gym.

“This building is for you,” said
Curry to the student body repre-
sentatives in attendance at the cer-
emony. “It represents a significant
investment in our current and fu-
ture students and I am eager to see
all the positive changes this will
have on the future of Bishop
Ireton.”
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